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has	been	given	 to	Barkley’s	pivotal	 role	 in	 the	
1948	election.
While	Barkley	has	faded	from	view,	the	man	




Dewey;	Karabell,	The Last Campaign: How Harry 
Truman Won the 1948 Election;	and	McCullough,	
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Truman	and	his	reelection	efforts,	but	none	of	these	give	
Barkley	any	serious	attention.	The	picture	of	Truman	




examined,	 Barkley’s	 contributions	 to	 the	 race	 have	
been	overlooked.	Barkley’s	popularity	—	both	 in	 the	
country	and	in	the	Democratic	Party	—	political	skills,	
and	 remarkable	 speaking	 ability	 bolstered	 Truman’s	
reelection	efforts	significantly	by	keeping	most	of	the	


























general	election.	 (Hatfield,	1997,	p.	424)	 	During	 the	
campaign,	Barkley	had	been	forced	to	unite	the	different	
factions	of	the	Democratic	Party	in	Kentucky.		This	would	





























including	 the	NIRA.	Roosevelt	was	 infuriated	 by	 the	
Court’s	actions.	He	called	a	special	session	of	Congress	

















nonetheless,	 would	 elevate	 Barkley	 to	 new	 heights	















wing	 of	 the	 Democratic	 Party	 was	 equally	 outraged	
and	revolted	against	the	plan.	Senate	Majority	Leader	
Joseph	Robinson	and	Barkley	both	supported	the	bill,	






III. Barkley as Majority Leader
Barkley’s	loyalty	to	Roosevelt	during	his	court	packing	
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Barkley	 became	 a	 member	 of	 the	 “Big	 Four”	
which	included	Vice	President	Henry	Wallace,	House	
Speaker	 Sam	 Rayburn,	 and	 House	 Majority	 Leader	
John	McCormack.	 (Hatfield,	 1997,	p.	 425)	 	The	 four	
met	regularly	with	FDR	to	discuss	the	administration’s	
















































1997,	 p.	 425)	 	 Roosevelt	 ultimately	 decided	 to	 pick	
Truman	 over	 Barkley.	 Barkley	 later	 recalled	 that	 his	
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relationship	 with	 Roosevelt	 improved	 after	 he	 cam-
paigned	 vigorously	 for	 the	Roosevelt-Truman	 ticket.	
(Barkley,	 1954,	 p.191)	 	 When	 FDR	 died	 in	 1945	 it	
was	Truman	who	became	president	and	not	Barkley.	
Barkley	continued	 to	serve	as	Majority	Leader	under	
President	 Truman.	 The	 two	 men	 managed	 to	 work	
reasonably	well	together,	but	their	relationship	was	not	
as	smooth	as	Barkley’s	and	Roosevelt’s	had	been.	This	









Truman	had	numerous	 challenges	 awaiting	 him	
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Leaving Blair House for the inauguration with President Truman, their wives, and the Trumans’ daughter 





























offending	 another.	 (Donaldson,	 1999,	 pp.	 6-7)	 	 This	
break	 up	 had	 caused	 the	Democrats	 historic	 losses,	






















































































V. Barkley and the 1948 Election
With	the	Republicans	firmly	in	control	of	Congress	many	
people	 were	 predicting	 that	 the	 Republicans	 would	












his	 poor	 communications	with	Congress	had	 created	
unnecessary	difficulties.	


























Many	 Democrats	 were	 convinced	 that	 the	 1948	
election	was	going	 to	be	a	disaster	 for	 the	party,	un-
less	 they	found	somebody	to	replace	Truman.	People	
began	 to	 approach	Barkley	 to	 convince	him	 to	 chal-
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Democratic National Convention – Ed Halsey presents gavel to Senator 
Alben Barkley (Left to Right) Ken Romney, Ed Halsey, Pat Haltigin, Alben 
Barkley, Clarence Cannon, Joe Sennot. Year 1932







































sons,	but	 the	most	 important	one	 stemmed	 from	his	
popularity	in	the	South.	Claussen	explains	that	Southern	
frustration	over	civil	rights	had	increased	the	likelihood	
of	Southern	democrats	 leaving	 the	party,	causing	 the	




to	make	the	most	of	 the	opportunity	 to	give	one	 last	
keynote	address.	
The	Democratic	convention	began	on	July	10,	1948.	
The	 delegates	 who	 attended	 the	 convention	 were	 a	
forlorn	group,	convinced	that	the	party	had	no	chance	




man]	 as	 their	 standard-bearer	 for	 1948	 against	Gov.	












On	 July,	 12	 Barkley	 delivered	 his	 address.	 The	
speech	was	a	 call	 to	 arms	 to	all	 the	Democrats	who	
heard	 it.	Barkley	attacked	the	record	of	 the	80th	Con-
gress	and	tied	the	Democrats	to	the	New	Deal	and	FDR.	
Claussen	writes,	 “Barkley	 knew	 that	Democrats	 had	
little	to	cheer	about	since	1946	and	realized	defeatism	





was	 recovery.	 The	new	administration	breathed	 into	
the	nostrils	of	every	enterprise,	large	or	small,	a	breath	


















Exchange	Commission,	 the	 Export-Import	 Bank,	 the	
Reciprocal	 Trade	Agreement,	 and	 the	Reconstruction	





Oliver J. Carter, Chairman Democratic State Central Committee of Califor-
nia; Alben W. Barkley, Vice President; E. George Luckey, Vice Chairman, 
Democratic State Central  Committee. Year 1949






























With	 this	 question	Barkley	 implied	 that	Republicans	













tuckians’	magnificent	 oratory.	Cheering	 had	 erupted	
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Vice President Alben W. Barkley speaking. Year 1949



































































Half	 of	Alabama’s	 delegation	 and	 all	 of	Mississippi’s	
walked	 out.	 Hubert	 Humphrey	 had	 pushed	 through	
the	plank	and	had	led	the	effort	that	ended	Southern	
attempts	 to	 add	 a	 states’	 rights	 plank.	 Shortly	 after	
the	convention,	the	Democratic	Party	would	have	two	
schisms.	The	far	left	wing	of	the	party	led	by	Wallace	






























Senator Barclay Speaking at Mammoth Cave Dedication. Congressman 
Earle C. Clements is seated at far left, and Kentucky Governor Simeon 
Willis is seated at the right of the podium.  Sept 8, 1946




































Some	 doubted	 that	 Barkley	 could	 maintain	 the	
vigorous	campaign	schedule	necessary	because	of	his	
J o h n  g h a e l i a na l B e n  W .  B a r k l e y :  h a r r y  s .  t r u m a n ’ s 











President Roosevelt signing the Social Security Act, Congressman Robert 
L. Doughten, Senator Alben Barkley, Senator Robert F. Wagner, Frances 
C. Perkins (Secretary of Labor), Senator Pat Harrision, Congressman 
David J. Lewis, among others.   August 14,1935  



















































ity	with	 the	 Southern	wing	of	 the	party	was	needed	
to	 ensure	 that	 on	Election	Day	 the	Dixiecrats	would	
not	 expand	 from	 their	 “four-state	 base”	of	Alabama,	
Clark Griffith, Vice President Alben Barkley, and Connie Mack at the opening of Baseball Season.  Year 1949
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had	 supported	 civil	 rights	 legislation	 throughout	 his	





























tion	of	Dewey’s	name	when	 it	began	 to	 rain,	ending	
his	speech	early,	he	jokingly	said,	“I	don’t	want	you	to	
get	wet.	In	fact	I	don’t	even	want	you	to	get	dewey.”		
Local	 issues	were	mentioned	 in	his	speeches.	 	While	
Vice President Barkley addressing the dedication of 
Ashland, the Henry Clay Estate, in Lexington, Ken-
tucky.  Year 1950
























Figure 4c. Standing Rock. Photo and digital filtration 

































































the	Republicans	 of	 having	no	 farm	policy,	 declaring	
















Visit to Sicily and Rome, American Cemetery at Anzio, Italy, together 
with Senator Lucas, and Congressman Reed.  Standing by an American 
coffin. Year 1947
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belonging	 to	 their	 party.	 Barkley’s	 speeches	 instilled	
a	sense	of	confidence	 in	 the	party’s	base	about	 their	
chances	in	November.	Speaking	before	a	labor	union,	
a	major	part	of	the	Democratic	base,	in	Wilkes-Barre,	











and World Report	 (October	 15,	 1948)	 that	 appeared	









































and	 the	general	 assembly	of	pessimists	who	 thought	







Democratic	 victory.	With	his	 plane,	 “The	Bluegrass”	
Barkley	 campaigned	 in	36	of	 the	48	 states,	 gave	250	
Barkley watches and posses as the sculptor makes the 
final cuts to his bust.  Year 1956



























out	 their	 election	 strategy.	During	 the	 campaign,	 the	
communication	between	the	two	camps	remained	good,	
which	allowed	them	to	take	advantage	of	unexpected	
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Alben Barkley with his daughter Marion (Mrs. Max 
Truitt) and Bob Hope.  Year 1949
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